RULES AND PROCEDURES – ZOOM REMOTE HEARINGS

293rd Judicial District Court
Dimmit / Maverick / Zavala Counties, Texas
JUDGE MARIBEL FLORES

PROCEDURES FOR ATTORNEYS/PARTIES/WITNESSES
The 293rd District Court may use Zoom conferencing for remote hearings. Zoom is free to download. You and your witnesses should download Zoom at www.zoom.us, or download the Zoom application to your cell phone. Please make sure Zoom is updated to the most current version on the device you will use for the hearing. Your device must have internet access, a video camera, and a microphone.

The Court will provide the Zoom link in the Notice of Hearing.
Please ensure your current email address is on file with the District Clerk. 

The following restrictions and limitations apply and should be similar to what is required for an in-person hearing. Courtroom decorum and an appropriate dress code apply. 
1. No hats, shorts, tank tops, pajamas, or similar attire. 
2. No gum. No food or drinks during the hearing (other than water or coffee). 
3. No children, pets, or non-litigants should in the same room as the litigant.
4. Keep your microphone muted unless you are speaking in turn, making an objection, or the Court asks you to speak.
5. Video and/or audio recording (including screenshots) are prohibited, and you may be held in contempt of Court if you violate this rule.

OBJECTING TO ZOOM REMOTE HEARINGS
If a party objects to conducting the hearing by Zoom, the objecting party must file a written objection no later than three (3) days after service of the Notice of Hearing. The Court will rule on the objection and determine whether the hearing will proceed in person, remotely, or in a hybrid format, as permitted by law and the applicable rules. The Court may set the matter for hearing or may consider the request by submission, as permitted by law and Court policy.

If the parties want to conduct the hearing in person but request that a witness appear by Zoom, the parties should confer and advise the Court whether the request is agreed. If there is no agreement, the party requesting the witness to appear by Zoom must request a ruling from the Court at least three (3) days before the hearing, and the Court may set the matter for hearing or may consider the request by submission, as permitted by law and Court policy.

EXHIBITS
If you intend to offer any exhibits during the hearing, you must email them to all parties, the Court Coordinator, and the Court Reporter no later than 4:00 p.m. the day before the hearing, unless the Court orders otherwise.

The subject line of the email must include the full cause number and a clear label, for example: “Cause No. [full cause number] – Plaintiff’s Exhibits” or “Cause No. [full cause number] – Defendant’s Exhibits” (or “State’s Exhibits” / “Defense Exhibits,” as applicable).

The documents must be in PDF format.

If you do not timely submit exhibits as required, the exhibits may not be available to the Court during the hearing, and the Court Reporter may not maintain them as part of the reporter’s record. Do not email sealed or confidential material unless authorized by the Court.

FOR THE PUBLIC
THE OPEN COURTS PROVISIONS OF TEXAS LAW ALLOWS ALL TEXANS ACCESS TO COURT PROCEEDINGS.

Remote hearings are live-streamed in the courtroom of the 293rd Judicial District Court. The public may view the proceeding in the Courtroom in person or via Zoom. 

VIDEO OR AUDIO RECORDING OF PROCEEDINGS IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.  

Anyone who records (including screenshots) the proceedings, other than the official court reporter, may be held in contempt of Court.
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